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The Profent State of Perfia fron the French Copy, 
printed at Paris, 1694. i Fol, 


HE World was never better known than it is at this 

tine, fort think it may be faid, that we have Accounts 

ef ail hebitcble Countries. The kind ble books 

of this Nature mect with fromthe Publick, is a great 

Encouragement ior Vravedcrs to oblige us with ther Oblerva- 

tions ; and doubtlets it ail other Perforniances were reccived with 

an equal Gratitude, Learning would ina fort time make a con- 

fiderable Progrefs. Betides this Reafon, I cain alto give you ano- 

ther, which -bas particalaly cnduccd the Frevcy Notion to en- 

quire into the Srate of other Countries 5 "is ne Genius of their 

hi"Bs who cmongft a thou!and bad Qualities , has tuts good one, to 

omcte Learning, and to reward in a monrer wet rthy of his 

i gi Station, the Li bours of ingcnicus Mon, aad the Perils and 

Fai igucs While h Travellers are expos'dto: tis bya particular Or- 

dcr of his, that th's Prefent State of Perfia 13 publifyd, and 

the Author having lived a long while tn that Country, we may 
reafonably exp 1 9 cod Account from him. 

He begins with the King of Pervfiz, his Houthold, his Of 
ficers, Treafury, and Armics; then he gives an Account of the 
Civil or Political Government, of the Council of State, of the 
Council of the Exnuchs, of the Government o: Provinces, of the 
Adminiitration of Juftice, and lafily of the Religion of the Per- 

fians, both Antient and Modern. Thefe you mutt grant, are 
curious Heads, and fufficicnt if rightly explained, to give an cx- 
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act Idea of a Country. It remains then only, that I give youa 
Valte of his Performance. 

The King who reigns now over Perfia, took the Name of Soli- 
man at his Acceflion tothe Crown. Heisin the eight and forticth 
Year of his Age, and inthe feven and twentieth of his Reign. 
He loves his Subjects fo tenderly, that he won’t rely upon the 
bare report of his Counfellors concerning thcir Condition, but 
loves to fee it with his own Eyes, and goes often abroad in Dif- 
euife to know the Truth of it. He tsa Mahometan, but yet he 
woa’t {uller any Violence to be ufed upon the Chriftians to oblige 
them to embrace Mahometifm. Nay heis more generous than 
that, as our Author fheweth by many Examples, amoneft which 
| fhall take notice only of this. “Phe Armenians of the Pro- 
vince of Lingen being fometime 220 unable to pay their yearly Tri- 
bute as Chriftians, and being afraid of the Cruelty of the Soul- 
diers, whofe pay was afligned upon that Fund, they went to the 
Grand Vizier, and in order. to obtain a Difcharge of that Sum, 
cffered to renounce their Religion; which being told to the King, 
he forgave them that Tribute, and would not accept of their 
offer toturn Mahometans, as proceeding from their Neceility. A 
great Example, worthy of our Admiration, which condemns the 
Perfecution and Tyranny of the French King, and ought to put 
moft Chriftian Princes to the Blufh, who feldom make ufe of their 
own Eyes to fee the true Condition of their People. Muft an 
Infidel then teach Chriftians Juftice, Equity and Moderation ? 

That Prince entitles himfelf the Head of his Religion, and the 
Perfians believe that he cannot be damned, no nor fo muchas cal- 
led in queftion, whatever Crimes he be guilty of. The Priefts 
next to him are chief inthe State. There are four High Priefts 
among them, the firft is named Sadre.Caffa, and his Province. 
is to take care of the King’s Confcience, and to illue Orders ac- 
cording to the Alcoran, for the Government of the Court, and of 
the City of If/pzham. The fecond is named Sadre-Elman- Aleck; 
ind docs all over the Kingdom, what tie frit does only in the 
Court and in J/paham, The third, whofe Nime is Akond, has 
publick Leflons twice a Week to fabaltcri Omicers, and tries the 
Caufes of Widows and Orphans. The fourch called Kaz, has 
nuch the fame Province. And betides thef2 ‘our High ?riefts there 
‘$4 Lord -Almoner appointed for Circumsifons, Matrimonics and 
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Burials. There are fix Minifters of State, whom the Perfians call, 
Honoris Caufa, the Pillars of the Empire. The firft is like our 
Lord Chancellor ,; the fecond as the Lord Steward, or Conftables 
were formerly amongft the French , the third commands the S!aves, 
which is a great Body in the King’s Armies ; the fourth is General 
of the Foot; the fifth is Mafter of the Ordnance, and the fixth 
the Intendant, or Lord Chief Jutftice. 

Befides thofe great Officers there isa Mafter of Ceremonies, a 
chief Steward, a AZagus, and achief Phyfician; this lait has the 
moft honourable as the moft profitable Place of the Houthold, 
but it is alfo the moft dangerous, for he anfwers for the King’s 
Life, and when he dies, hemuft follow him. By the great Num- 
ber of thofe Officers, and many others which [ omit, you may judg 
of the Magnificence of that Court, which appears in particular, 
when the King invites them to Dinner. 

His Palace as well as his Country Houfes, is Stately, Noble and 
Sumptuous, and you may fee its Defcription in the Original. 
The publick Feafts the King makes to his Officers, are not meer- 
ly for Diverfion, but the more important Affairs are there debated 
ina kind of a free Conference, and Foreign Minifters have their 
Audience there. When ferious Bufinefs is over, the King loves to 
compel his Officers to drink, and to make them ftark drunk. This 
isa Vice indeed, tho very common amongit Chriftians and Prin- 
cestoo. The King has in pay one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Horfes, but few Foot in proportion, becaufe the Situation of 
that Country makes them of little Ufe. His extraordinary and 
beft Revenues are, a kind of Land-Tax, and an Excife upon 
Liquors. 

The King’s Council is compofed of Perfons taken from the Cler- 
gy, the Army, and the Law, in an equal Number, all learned 
and experienced Men, and flow in their Confultations , they have 
this Maxim ; that Time does morethan an Army. Al Affairs are 
there debated, but they never come to any Conclufion, the final 
Decifion belonging to the Privy Council made of Eunuchs, whole 
Fidelity is known to the King. ?Tis an Eanuch who makcs choice 
of a Succeflor to the Crown amongft the Kings Sons, and "tis an 
Eunuch who is Lord Treafurer. 

Mafched is arich City becaufe of the Pilgrimage of the Perfians. 
Cha Abbas {eeing how prejudicial the Pilgrimage of his Subjects to 

{2 Mecca, 
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Afcca, was to his Kingdom, by reafon of the Money that was 
yearly exported, was the firft who infpired them with Devoti- 
on; for maa Peca Cone of thetwelve Saints of Perfia) whofe 
Body lics at Mafched, which madcit famous in a fhort Time: for 
hie appointed fome Men, who feigned themielves Biind, to go 
in Pilgrimage to that Holy Place, erdering them to open their 
Fyesupon the fombof the Saint, when there fhould be a great 
Concourfe of Peoples which being accordingly performyd, it was 
enough to compals his Defign, for they all cried a Adwacle, and 
ever fince that time they left off their going to Mecea, and Alafched 
is become a famous Place. 

The Perfians have no other Dive? than the Interpretation of 
the Alcoran. Vhey have thice Lribunals, v:z. the Criminal, the 
Civil, andthe Legal. They ufe the urmolt Severity againft Laf- 
civioufnefs, and Women convidiedof Adultery are throwndown 
headlong from the Top of a Avusky. Vhey are no lefs fevere 
upon Muids, let the Circuailances be whatever they will, if any 
one lofesher Virginity, they fhave her Head, daub her Face, and 
fui her on an Afs with her Face towards the Yai, and expofe her 
publick Scorn and Laughter; but this is not all, for her Father 
and Mothcr have Power to kill her if they pleafe, and they are often 
fo mad astodoit. This Severity makes lewd Perfons more {carce 
in Perfia than amoneglt us. 

The Perfians hold the Unity of God, but deny a Trinity of Per- 
fons and the Incarnation. ‘j hey cail their Temples AZoskeys, where- 
in there is neithcr Altar nor other Ornament to be feen. The 
perform their Sacsificesin a publick Place, and they facrifice every 
Year a Camel, in honour of the Sacrifice performed by Abra. 
ham, They ebferve Cirvcumcilion rather out of refpect to Tra- 
dition, than fer obedience to any Precept, but they circumcife 
Children only when they are thirteen Years o!d, becaufe J/hmael, 
whom they look upon as their Patriarch, was circumcifed at that 
Age. 

They have amongft them feveral Scts of Afabemerans, and ve- 
ry near as many different Opinions, as there are Conditions ; for 
the Belief of the Tradefman is one thing, and that of the 
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h Learned another ; the Courticrs betides, have eacha particular 
f Xeligion. So diflenting thus amongit themfelves, ’tis no wonder 
if they don’t agree with Foreign Mahonictans. ' 
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There are ftill at this Day, fome Perfians of the old Stamp, who 
keep clofe tothe Religion of their Fathers. The Perfians who 
follow Alabomer, ufe them with greater Severity than they do the 
Fews, and accufe them of worhhipping the Suwa and Fire. Our 
Author tells us, that he does not know the Frutuof its but that 
he has obferved that they have no Idols, but abominate thofe that 
worfhip them. They proftrate themfelves before the Ri‘ing Su» ; 
andif any ask them the Reafon of it, they anfwer, itis to pay 
him their Homage, as to the moft perfect Creature of God next 
to Man. I muft however obferve to you, that this Ceremony is 
not peculiar to them; the Modern Perfians do falute the Rifing 
Sun with many humble Bows, and the Armenians do the like with 
feveral Signs of the Crofs. 

Thofe old Perfians do not obferve Circumcifion: they believe a 
Paradife, which they place in the Sphere of the Sun 5 and fuch a 
thing as Hel, whichthey place in the Earth. ‘They have a mizh- 
ty Curiofity to know the Fate of their deceafed Friends, and to 
fatisfy themfelves, they have a Ceremony which appears to me ve- 
ry extraordinary. 

They carry the dead Body out of the Town, and turn his Face 
toward the Ealt. The Magi, and Friends or Relations of the 

cad, keep ata certain Diltance to obferve the ravenous Birds 
that fhall come to feed upon hisBody. If thofe Birds, who com- 
monly begin with the Eyes, pull out his right Eye firft, that is 
a Sign of Predeftination 5 if they pluck out the Left, that is a 
Mark that the Soul of the Dead is not pure enough to be admitted 
into the Sphere of the Sun, nor impure enough to be caft down in- 
to Hell, and itis tocontinue fometime ina midling Place which is 
very cold, and fufler there till it be admitted into Puradife, 
This is the Popifh Purgatory all over. But if the Birds eat both 
Eyes at once, the Af4gi pronounce that he is damned, becaufe be- 
ing depriv’d of his Eyes, he cannot fee the Sun. 


I could make niany other. Remarks, which perhaps would not 
be difpleafinz, but I referto the Original it felf. 
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O. Mathion Geographia Aftronomice Synopfis, verfitus Hexa- 
metris comprehen{a. 


HE Knowledg of the Sphere depends on many Terms be- 
: T longing properly to that Science, and which are eafily forgot- 
iy 4 ten. This has obliged Mr. Aathion, a famous Mathematician, to 
faa tf comprehend thofe Terms in a few Verfes, to help the Memory of 
youny, Students , and that very Reafon obliges me to impart them 
toyou, biingas fhort and ealy as the Subject would bear. 


PHAENOMENA. 


Spherica confistit quaft punttum immobile Tellus, 
Quam circa duplict voluuntur fidera motu 

( Quanquam pro duplici motu qui traditur aftris, 
Unicus in fpiram formatus fufficit Orbis. ) 
Primus ad Occiduas partes contendit ab Ortu, 
Alter ab Occafu contra conatur ad Ortum. 


HYPOTHESES. 


Hine fixere Polos, circa quos eA:quidialts 
Vertitur, & motum primum metitur & horas. 
Hine etiam obliquo fidta eft Ecliptica giro, 
Annua defignans Pheeber tempora curfus, 

Et motus proprios quibus aftra feruntur ad Ortum. 


u'S @ %. 


Separat e/Equator bina Hemifpharia, Zonas 
Diftinguunt bint Tropici biniq, Polares, 

Dantgq; Paralleli latum, longumq; Ateridi- 

anus ab Occafu metiri novit in Ortum. 
Cunttorum ex lato fcttur menfura dierum, 

Quo fole Urbs quevts, qua tempeftate fruatur ; 


Qua 
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Que Stelle femper lateant, que fidera nunquam 
Condantur, queve alternis oriantur, & unde 

Et quando, & quantum nocturno tempore regnent ; 
Que Zenith attingant, quas tantum radat Horifon 
In punGo media nottus medieve diei : 

Et contra ex iftislatum diftinguitur Aftris. 

Hinc & nodke-die noftram cognofcimus boram : 

Ex longo cujufq; loci diftinguimus horas. 

Ex lato longog, datur pofttura locorum 

Mutua, & a reliquis quantum fit quia; remotus 5 
Quos habeat fabi quifq; locus toto Orbe Finecos, 
Guos Antacos, Antipodas, quos & Periccos. 

Inde dato quocumg; die, quocumq; minuto, 

Dices quas luftrat fummo de vertice terras, 

Et quantum diftet veliquarum a vertice Titan 

Lucu ubi medium, quibus 0 fit qualibet Lora, 
Quer fimul affurgat, quos autem in noce relinquat, 
Quis faciat fine nocte dicm, aut fine lumine noen. 
Hine medio in pelago pofitus fola Aftra videndo 
Non littus circumpofitum imo nec marts undas, 
Invento prope divino diftinguct ubi [it~ 
Aflronomus, quantumg; loco femotus.ab omni, 





Uranie: Or, the Hiftory of the Philofophers. By Monfieur 
le Noble, Baron de St. George. In Twelves, 2 Vol. 
Paris, 1694. 


Aving already given you an Account of the firft Volume of 
H this Book, ‘in the Monthof Fanuary, pag. 205.) 1 fhall now 
foeak of the Second, which contains the Hiftory of the Wars of 
the Modern Philofophers againft riftotle, anda Draught of their 
Attaques. Gaffendi and D«fcartes have in particular attaqu’d his 
Phyficks ; and becaufe the firft Principle of Phyficks lies in the 
Knowledge of the Frame of the Univerfe, Monficur /e Noble gives. 
an Account of the three Syftems 4; according to which it is fup- 
pofed, that the World is made in fuch and fuch manner ; and this 
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276 Mifcellaneous Letters. 
being granted, the Pofition or Motion of any thing may be ex. 
pla sincd. . 

the fri $ ftem is that of Prolomy, who fourifh’d about two 
hundred Years Ahies je cfu Chviff. Tt may be ebfe be however, 
that theuch! it bears I bis Name, Prolomy cid rather iluftrate than 
invent a vif stle having long before him imagined, that the 
World was framed almott in th efame manner. ‘7 his Syi ein his 
been in a ogue fora long tl me; but the Moderns having examin’d 


it with greater Care and. \pplicaticn, fourd it cculd not be main- 
Pais eGs ( eee | becaufe eo the many Epicieles they were forced 
bey Lpposs and of the various Pictescf the Planct Venus, Ccper- 
gious haying thought along wince upcn that, and finding it im] of- 
ible to give an Acceunt of macy Phafes. and epee ‘ly of tnofe 


of Venusard Afercary, which turn round the Sun as their Center, 
concluded, that the World was othcrwile framed than it was fu 
poled to be, and endeavoured to find a more probable Syflem. 
He perfiwad.d himfelf that there was no greater $ uReulty 1 n fup- 
poling thatthe Earth fhould turn about the Sun, than in fuppoting 
that the other Pianets did fo; and belides the Authority of Tha- 
les, Ariaichus, and {ime ether Anticnt Phitofophers who targht 
the fame DoSrine, he was incuced to imbrace that Opinion, by 
reafon of the Facility he fourd to cxplain a) thefe various Appear- 
ances, bythe bare fvppolition cf this Fmple Sy ftem, which was 
impollible in the old One. 

This Opiricn was fiarce'y pub'ul’d, oll a Storm of Obj Ctions 
fell uponit. They oppo! red its Novelty by the Authoriry of Ho- 
ly Scripture, which does in fundry Pl ccs declare that the Earth is 
itable and fteady ; and a Congregation of Cardinals cencemned 
the Farous Galilea, becaufe be maintcined Ccepernicus?s Opinion. 
Ph ilofoy hers jo ined with Bivines, and pretended that the Gravi- 
ty of the Earth was a fuflidient and invincible Obfacle to its Mo- 
tion 

Coper vicus cndeavoured mean while toanfwer thofe Obj. tions. 
He told the Divines, that Phyfical Matters were not fubject to the 
Tribunalof toe Church, and that they n a errin this Pcint, as 
they had done forirerly in saellomaty the ” Antipodes, 

To Philofophers he anfwered two thirgs: 1. That the Glebe 
of the Earth being confidered in it felr, “had ho gravity as they 
imacia'd, becaufe having its Center in it felf, to which all its Parts 

do 
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do tend, it could not have any tendency to the one Side or other ; 
nor have any weight atall, according to their Maxim, Que unt in 
Centro nec levitant neq, gravitant , and that fince they owned that 
the Moon, and other Planets, did move, though much of the fame 
Nature with the Earth, he did not {ee any reafon why they fhould 
fo much exclaim againft the Motion of our Globe. 2. He told 
them, that the Gravity of the Earth was fo far from being an 
Obftacle to its Motion, that, on the contrary, it contributed there- 
unto; and this he confirmed by the Example of a Feather, 
which being too light, cannot be moved, or thrown fo far as a 
Stone. 

Tycho Brahe, that famous Aftronomer, believing with Prolomy, 
the immobility of the Earth in the Center of the Univerfe, and 
with Copernicus, the Centrality of the Earth, in relation to five 
Planets, invented a new Syftem, which is very like that of Coper- 
nicus, except only fome Alterations. Our Author tells us what 
Objections have been made againft that new Syftem, and the An- 
{wers made by its Followers ; but after all concludes, that the fame 
1s More witty than prebable. Hedoes not forget alfo to acquaint 
us, that Lozgomontanus, one of Tycho’s Difciplcs, invented a fourth 
Syftem, which he compos’d from all the other, leaving out what 
was moft objected againft. As for Example, to remove the Jncom- 
prebenfibslity of the rapid Motion that 7ycho gives tothe fixed Stars, 
he allows the Earth a Diurnal Motion of Csrcamrotation upon its 
Axes: And by the fame Suppofition he pretended alfo to make the 
Immenfity of the Space that Copernicus puts between Satarn and the 
fixed Stars more probable: But fays our Author, this Syftem has 
met with few Followers. 

Monfieur Le Noble having thus fpoken of the Syftems of the U- 
niverfe, gives us the Hiftory of two famous Philofophers, to whom 
the fifteenth Century gave Birth, whereof one followed Arifforle, 
and the other Plato. The firft was Pomponatius born at Mantua, 
and Profeflor at Bolonia: He compos’d feveral Treatifes according 
to the Schoolmens Way, and in a rough Stile , but his Book of 
the Immortality of the Soul gain’d him a greater Reputation than 
all the reft. A Dominican, or White Friar, who asked him what 
his Thoughts were upon that Point, from the meer Light of Na- 
ture, was the Occafion of his writing this Book. He took out of 
Ariftotle and Averreés, eeeet’ faid upon that Subject, and 

C cone 


4 






















































278 Mifcellancous Letters. 


concluded that the Soul was fizpliciter immortal, but mortal fecun. 
dum quid, or in fome fenfe. Then he brings other Teftimonies 
from the fame fpring, which prove the Soul to be fimplictter mor. 
tal, and immortal fecundum quid; and then concludes from the 
whole, that its Immortality cannot be proved by natural Reafon, 
bur that Ged has revealed it by his Prophets, and by the Words of 
his Son. 

The fecond Philofopher I fpoke of, was 4/areilus Ficinis, whofe 
Vorksmake two Volumes. The firftcontainsa Treatife, wherein 
he proves the Truth of the Chriitian Religion by the leitimony of 
the holy Fathers, by the Nativity and Miracles of Jelus Chriit, and 
by the Purity of the Morals he taught the World, of which Ficimus 
makes a Parallel with that of Plate. 

Thercis befides, in the fame Volume, a Treatife of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, divided into eighteen Books, which he proves by 
Arguments taken from Plaro; all which refults in Reafons of its 
Agrceablenefs. He was fo liberal of immortal Souls, that not fatif- 
fied with giving them to Men, he beftows the fame Prefent vpon 
the Univerfe, Heavens, Planets apd Stars. There we find alfoa 
Commentary upon the Epiltle to the Romans, {ome Sermons, a 
Treatife de vita caxlitus comparanda, three Treatifes of Phyfick, 
twclve Books of Letters, a Little Treatife of the Sun, another of 
light; and laftly, another to prove that Voluptuoufnefs is not a 
Benefit or Good. 

The fecond Volume contains Ficinus’s Commentaries on Afercu- 
vines Trifmegiftus, St. Dents, Plato, Plotinw, and Famblichus. 

Since thofe two Philofophers, the moft famous who have ap- 
peared are Gaffendi and Defcartes. This Firft cut off from his Lo- 
eicks, all the Thorns and Intricacies of the Schools, and made Phy- 
jicks his chicf Study. He imagined firft of all a Space infinitely ex- 
tended to receive what God has produced. In handling the Que- 
ftion of the Pceinning and End of the World, he concludes, that 
by the Lichtof Reafon alone, it appears that it is impoflible that 
the World fhon'd have been without a Beginning, and that it 
Should laft for ever. 

Then he {peaks of the firft Principle of Phyficks, wiz. the Effence 
of Matrers whichconfifts, fays he, in its Slidity. whereby itis ren- 
dred impenetrcble, and fo Extenfion is but its Mode. Thefolid 
Paris whereof that Mattcr iscompos’d, are Aroms, which join one 

another, 
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another, but in fucha manner, that they leave always a little vs- 
cuum by reafon of the Irregularity of their Figure: As their Moticn 
works, the Generation or Production of all Bodies, he gives the 
Definition of that AZorson, fheweth its various Species, explains all 
the Qualities of Matter, as its Thicknefs, Thinneis, Pran{parency, 
Weight, Lightnefs, Ge. which tt would be too long to intferti 
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in 
this Abitract, but are very entertaining inthe Original. 

Defcartes having thought a long while on Democritus his A:onrs, 
he found them proper enough to be the Foundation of his new Phi- 
lofophy 5 the Plan of which he framed thus: He fuppofed firft, 
that God having created the Mattcr of which the World was made, 
he divided the fame into an infinite Number of equal Parts, to 
which he gave Motion: Then he fuppofes that thofe Parts begun 
to move In two different Ways, wiz. cach Part round about its 
own Center ; and befides that Motion, many moved together 
round about fome particular Centers. That Suppofition doubtlefs 
did want fome Proofs, but he gives none but its bare Poflibility. 
Then he fiieweth, that thofe Particles of Matter muft needs have 
become unequal cither in Figure or Magnitude, and join together 
in feveral Manners; and by their Junction frame the Heavens, the 
Sun, the Stars, the Earth, and the Sea. 

Defcartes admitted not a firft-Matter feparated from all Forms, 
as fome have faid ; but he did fuppofe Matter as it is in its Eflence 
with its Property and Accidents. Its Eflence, according to him, is 
Extenfion, becaufe Matter cannot be conceived without it; where- 
as we may conceive Matter without its Properties or Accidents, fuch 
as Colour, Solidity, or Liquidity. 

To acquire the Knowledg of Forms, he examines Bodies in par- 
ticular ; and begins with the moft fimple, fuch as the Elements. 
He rejects both the four Elements of the Antient Philofophers, and 
the three of the Chymifts, and fubftitutes in their room three dilic- 
rent forts of Parts of Matter. One is of the gro{s Partsof anodd 
and irregular Figure, another is of Spherical Parts, and the other 
of the moft refined and attenuate Parts, dc. of thofe three Forms 
he compofes all Bodies. °Tis not however by their mixture: for 
he maintains that the Sun and the Stars are only compofed of that 
fine Matter of the firft Element; the Heavens of thofe Glabuls of 
the fecond ; and the Planets, the Earth, Water and Air, of that 
grofs Matter which maketh the third. 

3 €2 His 
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His Treatife of Light, is the beft. He thinks that Light is no- 
thing real in luminous Bodies ; but only a Senfecaufed by one-of the 
three luminous Bodies that are in the World, wz. the Sun, the 
Stars, and Fire. To explain that, he tells us that the Sun being 
made, as he fuid before, of the fine and fabtile Matter of the firit 
Element, is furrounded with the Parts of the fecond ; infomuch 
that from the Sun to the Surface of the Earth, all is full of thofe 
Gicbuli of the feccnd Element, except that the empty Space that 
they leave, is filled with Particles of the firft. 

Thofe Parts of the firft Element (in the Sun) turn ina circular 
Line sbout their Center, and make a continual effort to remove 
it; and thereby pufh the Globuls of the fecond Element, in a direct 
Line from their Center to the Circumference, and a row of thofe 
Globuli is that which we call a Ray; which ftriking our Eyes, 
moves alfo the Fibres of the Oprick Nerve, and caufes in us the Senfe 
of Light. Colour in his Opinion, is a but weak reflected Light. 

Ashe followed Copernicus’s Sy {tem, he explained the Flowing and 
Ebbing of the Sea by the Motion of the Earth; and this comes, 
fays he, when the Sea is juft under the Moon, for then the Middle 
of its Surface being prefs'd down by the Air, the Waters are for- 
ced to flow towards the Extremities. This fhoweth the Reafon 
why the Flowing of the Sea is fo inconfiderable between the Tro- 
picks, and fo great towards the Poles. 

Having thus difcourfed of the Elements, ec. he confiders the 
Loadftone and its two Properties, sz. to draw Jrontoit, and to 
turn towards the Poles. Defcartes has explained thofe Phenomena’s 
by the Infinuation ofa fine and fubtile Matter which flows from one 
Poleto the other. He confiders the Earth as a huge Load-ftone, and 
the Load-ftone asa little Earth: Each of them has its Poles, di- 
rected the fame way , each of them has its Fibres, through which 
there is 2 perpetual Flowing of fine Matter from one Pole to the o- 
ther. When thofe Fibres of fubtile Matter mect with Iron or Load- 
ftone, that have the fame Difpofitions, they infinuate into them 
as a oo does into its Female, and unite thofe two Bodies 
tovether. 

Defcartes was fo full of the Idea’s of his Phyficks, that he made 
ufe of the fame Principles to explain other things ; and whereas all 
other Philofophers had treated of Paffions according to their Mora 


Caufes, he has taken another way, aad has endeavoured to thew 
that 
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that they are mechanically produced. What he has faid upon that 
Point, may be divided into two Parts; whereof the firft explains 
how the Soul receives the Impreflion of the Objects that move her ; 
and the fecond fheweth their Nature, Quality and Number. 

Monfieur Le Noble had defigned to add to this Volumea Treatife 
of Judicial Aftrology, to fhew its Nature, and how far it may be 
warrantable, but having conlidered that it would fwell his Book 
too much, he promifes to publith it by it felf. He tells us before- 
hand, that it will contain two Parts; that the firft thall treat of 
Aftronomy, and the fecond how far the Art of Conjecturing at 
things to come may be allowed. 





Jacobi Willielmi Imbhofi Notitia Rom. Germanici Imperii 
Procerum. In Folio, Tubingen, 1694. 


He Title of this Book is fufficient to let you know, that itisa 

State of the Empire: It firft was printed about ten Years ago, 

but the great Alterations that have happened fince in Germany, 
makes this new Eddition very neceflary. 

Such a Work as this cannot well be compendiz'd ; and therefore 
Vii content my felf to tell you, thatthe Author has handled this 
Subject as well as could be expected: and that notwithftanding the 
many different States in Germany, their various Laws, Cuftoms, 
Privileges and Religion, which makes the thing very difficult, his 
Account is very intelligible. 

To this new Edition, the Author has added a fhort but exact 
Hiftory of the Houfe of Aufria, a Difcourfe upon the Order of 
the Golden Fleece, and the Pcdigree of the moft illuftrious Families 


which render his Book very valuable. 
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Ufus Metaphyfice Rixnerianus, [ex Henr. Rixneri SS. 
Lheol. D. Vrachatus, quo Principtoruns Prime Philofophia 
sn Controverfiis ac Dogmatibus | heologicis Ufus & Abufus 


fucciutle oftendiiur, Heleittad iw Quarto, 1694. 


ea“fto® who lit at the Helm of Ci.i!] Governments, never make 2 

A btter Ufe of thar Time, than when they oppofe the Abu- 
f, darmay creep into their Domiatons : And thole who rule the 
Cource can never do better Service to Chriliaus, than in oppofing 
brrevs bath in Doctiine and Morals, which fome felf-interefted 
cr conceited Do€tors endeavour to introduce. Fer as the firft Abu- 
{.s dcilroy the CivilSocicty, if they are not reprefs’d 5 fo the fe- 
cond are very dangerous to the Salvation of Mankind, if they are 
fuficred or connived at. 

Ic has becn by fome objected, that Humane Learning and Phile- 
fophy does much indifpofe Men for an humble Submiilion to Di- 
vine Laws, and therefore it has been mightily cried dowa: But 
after all, this is but a falfe and groundlefs Prejudice , for the true - 
Knowledg of the Nature of things, is amongft other natural Helps, 
one of the molt efleciual to keep Men off from thofe two Extreams, 
Swrerjlition and Profanenefs. I will not howe.er deny, but that a 
flight fuperficial knowledg, of things, will render a Man cbnoxious 
either to Super iiition or Athei{m, efpecially if joined with a proud 
Mind and vicious Inclination: but this isnot the fault of Philo- 
fophy, but hisown. ’Tis to fhew a Medium between thofe two 
Extreams, thet Dr. Rixner has written this Book: Wherein he 
ikeweth what Ufe we muit make of Metaphyiical Principles, and 
the Abufes or Miltakes fome Divines are fain into for want of the 
right Apprehention therect: But lL leave it to you to judg of the 
Uictulnels of his Works, by the fhort Remarks | fhall make upon 
them. 

Tis commonly faid in Metaphyfick, Alodi rerum nen Variant, nec 
minltiplicant res ipfas; and the Reafonof itis, becaule the Modes do 
not conititute the Nature or Ellcnce of things, but ferve only to 
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denote their various State. A Standing Man, for Example, changes 
his State when he fits ; but for all that, thofe diferent Afodes of 
being ftanding and fitting, which thew us a Man in diferent 
States do not make him ditferent from himfelf, nor multiply him. 
From this Principle ‘tis rightly concluded in Divinity, that the vi- 
fible and invifidle Church, are but one and the fame Church confi- 
dered under different States; and that Chrift the Bridegroom of 
the Church, has never been multiplied, nor fuffered any Altera- 
tion in his Efllence, tho he has been in different States. He was 
mortal, and pajible before his Refurrection; and he is fince im- 
mortal, and supaffible ; but he is, and always has been the fame in 
his Effence. ?Vis inferr'd alfo from the fame Principle, that the 
Oral Word of God, fuch as he delivered to the Firft Fathers to 
whom he revealed himfelf, is one and the fame thing with the 
written Word, or the Holy Scriptures; as the Laws of a Prince, as 
itis commonly faid, are always of the fame Force, cither delivered 
by Word of Mouth, or in Writing : becanfe thofe different Man- 
ners of Being, donot multiply the Subjects, nor do they make any 
real or eflential Mutation in the things they modify. 

This Principle may hold good in feveral other Occafions: for if 
it be ask’d, Whether the Fathers of the o!d Covenant were fav’d 
by the fame Faith that the Chriftians are 5 and whether the Sacra- 
ments ufed under the Law, had the fame Virtue and Efficacy as 
thofe of the Gofpel ? it may be very well anfwered, Tht the An- 
tient Fathers were faved, as we {hall be, by Faith ia Fefas Chrif ; 
and that their Faith was no ways cilentially different from ours, 
fince they had one ard the fame Obje<t, with this accidental 
Difference alone, that the Fathers believ’d in Jefis Chrift as coming, 
and we believe in Fefiss Chriff alrcady come thote Circumftances 
in no manner altering or multiplying the Nature of Faith. And 
as to the Sacraments, they had the fame Eihcacy under the Old 
Teftament, as under the New 5 becanfe they hiave the fame End, 
varying only in thete Manner and Circumances, The fame thing 
may be@id of the Baptifin of Sc. Fohw, and of that of Jefus Chri ; 
and of the various Ways of adminiffring the fame among Chrilli- 
ans, fone being for Jasnerfiox, and ethers for 4/perjion 3 for thofe 
Differences do not cenilitute the Effence of Baptif. Whatt have 
fxid of Baptifn, may be applicd alfo to the dierent Ways of 
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Receiving the Lord’s-Supper ; for let it be kneeling, fitting, or 
{tanding, it does not at all vary the Nature of it. Thus you may 
fee that Philofophy is of great ufe in Divinity , but it muft be 
us’d with caution, for it is dangerous to abufe the fame, as I'll 
fiew in the next Paragraph. 

Tis faid in the Church of Rome, that in the Lord’s-Supper it is 
fufficient to receive the Species of the Bread, fince the entire Body 
of Chrift may be receiv’d under that Species alone; that is to fay, 
that they pretend that the Communion under the Species of Bread 
and Wine, and the Communion under the Species of the Bread 
alone, differ only in their Manner of reprefenting Chrift ; but that 
they are the fame thing, and inno way alter the Efficacy of the 
Sacrament. To this it may be anfwered ,; That the Communion 
under the Species of the Bread alone, cannot be effentially perfect, 
fince it was inftituted under two, the Ufe whereof was equally 
commanded; and that the Bread alone does only reprefent the 
Body of Chrift, having been inftituted for that End, and not the 
Blood of our Redemption, which is to be reprefented by the 
Wine: From which End it is plain, that the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s-Supper cannot be effentially perfedt, unlefs it be adminiftred 
under both Species. 

Metaphyficians lay down alfo as a Principle, A4odus operandi fe- 
guitur modum effend:, & ut fe res habet in effe, sta etiam in operari : 
five qual eff vet effentia, talis & operatio ejus. This is enough for an 
able Divine to confute the Errors of the Adcnotholstes, who would 
own but one Will in Jefus Chrift, viz. the Divine. But, fays Dr. 
Rixner, there mutt be two Wills in Fefus Chrift, fince there are in 
him two intelligent Natures, the Divine and the Humane, whofe 
Operations are neceffarily different. He makes ufealfo of this 
Principle to prove againft the Arians and Photinians, that the Son 
of God and the Holy Ghoft, are two Perfons of the adorable Tri- 
nity. For feeing the Manner of -Atting does conduct us to the 
Knowledg of the Nature of the Agent, it muft be granted that an 
Agent who acts in an infinite A¢anner, muft be alfo infinite in his 
Effence, and confequently God. Now the Son of God aéts with 
an infinite Power and Virtue, and in an infinite Manner, fince he 
creates, and works Miracles; therefore he muft be God, &c. 
The like may be faid of the Holy Ghoft. 


Another 
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Another Principle which I hall take notice of, is this ; Rei abfo- 
lite jam exiffents, quatenus eft rat, aula datur Produttio. This 
fays our Divine, is enough to ruine the Doctrine of Tranfubftan- 
tiation ; thatis, the real and eflential Mutation of che Bread and 
Wine in the Sacrament into the Body and Blood of Chrift: for 
that Mutation cannot be made unlefs the Body and Blood of 
Chrift be realster, and actually produced in the very inftant of the 
Confecration ; which cannot be according to this Axiom, fince 
they exift already before, and are toexilt forever. Befides, tho 
this impoflible Tranfubftantiation fhould be poflible, the Accidents 
of Bread and Wine at leaft, could not fubfift after the Deftruction 
of thofe two Subftances , becaufe fuch 1 the Exiftence as the Effence, 
according to Metaphyficians. Now the Effence of Corporeal Acci- 
dents is fuch, that they cannot exift but in their own Subjects ; 
therefore the Accidents of Bread and Wine could not exift after 
the Confecration, if it were true that the Subftance of the Bread and 
Wine was annihilated. 

~The laft Maxim I fhall fpeak: of, ‘ts this , Primo Principio nullums 

prius eff. Now if the Scripture be the firft Principle of our Faith, 
as moft certainly it is, all Propofitions in Divinity muft relate to 
this; 42 that ss contained in the Scriptures, bas been infpired by God, 
and 3s infallibly true, and the laft Analyfis of our Faith muft come 
to this, God fays fo ix hisWord: and therefore the Holy Scriptures 
depend:not at all on the Authority or Teftimony of the Church. 

Thefe Remarks will fuffice to fhew you the Ufe of Metaphyfick 
in Divinity; butthis, as-I told you before, muft be done with 
a great deal of Caution. 
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Theodori fanfonii ab Almeloveen Amenitates Theologico- 
Philologice : Subjicéuntur Epigrammata & Poemata ve- 
tera, ut © Plagiorum Syllabus. In Oéfavo, Amfter- 
dam, 1694. 


T has been obferved with much Juftice, that no Society has yet 
enriched the World with fo many rare Difcoveries in Nature, 
and excellent Books, as Phyficians; not only in what concerns 
their own Art, but alfoin relation to univerfal Learning. The 
Author of this Treatife, who is of that Profeflion, has already got 
agreat Name amongft the Virtuofi, by the valuable Works that 
he has publith’d, but ! may juftly fay, chat this Laft deferveth 
the Thanks of all true Lovers of Learning in particular: For it 
contains fuch Variety, that the Reading of the fame is both ufeful 
and entertaining. I told you all along, that I don’t intend to give 
Aig you an Abftract, but only an Idea of a Book; and therefore ex- 
wilt pect but the fame of this Treatife, with an Account of the princi- 
4a, pal Matters therein contained. 

This is akind of Diflertation, by way of a Letter to Henricna 
Sypesftenies, a Friend of our Author’s; wherein he tells us, that a 
Noble-man travelling into Holland, and being then at Goude (the 
City wherein he lives) they went together to fee the Church, which 
gives him occafion to difcourfe of the Temple of Solomon, and of 
the two Columns that were before it, called Sachin and Boaz, on 
which he thinks that the Commandments were engraven. He 
explains thofe Names, and believes that the two Columns or Pi- 
lars, viz. of the Cloud, and of Fire, that God made ufe-of, to con- 
duct his People in their Way from Egypr, did fignify the Old and 
New Teftament. This Diflertation reaches to the 23d Page. Then 
he tcl!s us that the ews ufed to write their Laws ontheir Door- 
Pofts, which explains the Cuftom they had to bore the Ear of 
their Slaves to their Door-Pofts when they were to be Slaves for 
ever 3 fignifying thereby, that they were to keep and obferve for 
ever the Laws that were there written or engraven, Exod. XXI. v.6. 
This takes up the 24th and 2 5¢h Pages. 
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Our Travellers began then toconfider the beautiful and antient 
Pictures of the Windows of the Church, and in particular that 
of the Queen of Sheba when fhe went to fee Solomon's Magnificence, 
and prove his renowned Wifdom with bard Queftions; whereupon the 
Author relates a famous Epigram of the Learned Bochart, wherein 
he makes a Parallel between that Princefs and our Queen Elizabeth. 
From the Church they went afterwards into the Library, and the 
Picture of Erafmus that hangs there, gives occafion to our Author 
to difcourfe of that great Man’s Country, which, as he endca- 
vours to prove, was Gonde and not Rotterdam, whereupon we are 
told that there was in that Library a Letter from Erafmus to 
Herm. Lethmatius, but which has been ftoln, wherein he owns 
Goude for his Country, & dolet quod Roterodamenfem fe, non Gan- 
danum feripferst. He adds further what Bandins has urged before 
him, that tho Era/mus was born at Rotterdam, his Mother having 
been forced to travel thither, when fhe was near her Time, yct 
it does not follow that Resterdam ought thence to be called his Coun- 
try. Thofe that know how great Contentions there were former- 
ly about Homer’; Country, will not wonder at thefe about Eraj- 
mus’s. The Author produces next fome Letters not publifh’d be- 
fore, of Erafmus, Martinus Dorpins, Alb. Pighius, Flor, Junins, Viz- 
linus Quichemius, Fo. Opersnus, and of Fob. Fifher Bithop of Rochefter, 
which extend from Pag. 62 to 86. 

The other Pictures of that Library bring them to difcourfe of 
the Art of Painting, and to recommend the Magnificence of this 
French King and of the great Duke of Tu/cany, who entertain at their 
own Charge an Academy of Painters. Our Author who is atrue 
Philopolites, does not forget to tell us, that Gesde has given birth to 
_ many excellent Painters, among{t whom he names Theodorus and Gu- 

alsherus, Crabetbius, Cornelius Gaudanus, Simon Facobs, Cornelius Wif- 
cher, Damianus, Petrus Pourbus, and Cornelsus Ketellins, and tells us 
Pag. 100. that the famous Holben did paint with hisleft Hand, and 
another which he does not name, drew Pictures to the Life, and 
very like too, with his Toes. The 102d Page contains a curious 
Diflertation about the Art of painting Glafs, fuch as we fee in the 
Windows of antient Churches, and efpecially in that of Canterbury, 
-which has been unfortunately loft, though the Author pretends 
that in the Paulina Bibliorbeca there are fome Books which contain 

that rare and curious Secret. 
Vv 2 They 
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They take next under Examination, the Fafhion that Women 
have now to wear their Hair upon their Forehead erected in Cri- 
ftam, which was alfo in vogue amongft the Antients, and were cal- 
led Turrita capita, vel Tutuls, in Feftus and Varro 5 the Periwigs that 
Men wear; the Difference between the two Rivers //el and fel, 
Ifala G Ifela, confounded by many Geographers, the Dutch 
Word Vanden, and the Plays ufed by Children in that Country, 
which he fhews to have been ufed amongft the Antients. As for 
Example, this which they perform in throwing flat Stones upon the 
Surface of the Waters, to make what our Boys call Ducks and 
Drakes, was known tothe Antients, and called, as AGnucins Felix 
obferves, emoseanesnucs3 and another call’d amongft us Blind-man- 
buff, and by the Dutch Blinde-mannetje, was called by the Greeks 
puayeAnn, and fo of many others which I fhall omit for brevity’s 
fake. 

After thefe things they difcourfe de Adulierum femine, and the 
Author proves, verum femen iis ineffe ovifgue velutt inclufum con- 
tineri; and amongft the many Reafons he makes ufe of to fupport 
his Opinion, I fhall only obferve this to you, Chri/tum femen Mulie- 
ris dics non poffe, fi nullum fexus iftt competeret, Pag. 1qt. They 
treat then Pag.147. of Government, and whichof the two, A%- 
anarchy or Ariftocracy, is the moft antient, and the beft; of the 
great Strength of Sam/on, and the Reafon why he loft it as foon 
as the feven Locks of his Head were fhaved off, Pag. 150. of the 
Scarecroms (terriculamenta, few propuodvncois) of Boys ufed among 
the Antients ; of the Original of thefe Words, Man, Mannuis, 
Cello, Bancalis, Impufa, Accus, Alphetus, Pag. 152. of Facob’s 
Ladder, Pag. 157. of the Rofes the Antients ufed to hang over 
their Tables, ad fignificandam (ilentii fidem, and in what manner 
they ufed to fit, Pag. 158. and 161. of Bread, of its Name, va- 
rious Figures, and different ways of Baking, Pag.162. of the 
ufe of Knives and Salt at Table, Pag. 167. and 168. of Liquors 
and how to make them out of Flowers, or Herbs, as Balm and the 
like, Pag. 170. of the Figureof a Toad, and of a Lily-Flower 
which appears inthe Brains of a Cock when diffetted, and of ‘the 
Stones that are found in his Belly, Pag. 174. of the Reafon: why 
in fome Countries they give a iarge Supper to thofe ‘that are con- 
demned todie the next Day, Pag.176.0 tt 
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Inthe next the Author endeavours to difcover the true Caufe 
of God’s forbidding the Jews to eat of certain Fowls ; and 
then treats of the Ufe and Antiquity of Chafing-dihhes, called 
by the Latins Vatila,. of Remedies againft Burning, Pas. 17>. 
and 178. de acido, and if itbe wholefom; of Remedies againtt 
the Diftempers of the Eyes, and of the Miftakes of Painters, who 
for Example, draw Ganymedes riding a ftradleon the Back of an 
Eagle, Hercules tearing afunder the Mouth of a-Lion; Cleo- 
patra applying a Serpent to her Breaft; the Heads of Saints with a 
‘Crown of Glory, or the Beams of the Sun round about; the Angel 
expelling our firft Parents out of Paradife with a flaming Sword ; 
Mofes armed with a pair of Horns, and the like; which have no 
other Foundation but their Ignorance. This Enquiry reaches from 
Pag..181.to Pag. 197. They proceed then to enquire what fort 
of Drinking-cups the Antients had, how varioufly they were en- 
graven ; of what Matter they were made; of thofe on which 
{ome Letters were carved, and were therefore called PoculaGram- 
matica; of the Antiquity and Original of drinking Healths; of 
the two Crowns of Bacchus, one of Laurel, and the other of [vy ; of 
a fort of Wafers called by the French Oblies, fromthe Greek 
opeAiag , of Olives, and of their Quality and Propriety, from 
Pag. 211. tO 226. 

Then to the 248¢h Pag. they treat of more important Subjects, as 
of the Inhabitants of the Sun and Moon, an Explanation of the 
fecond Verfeof Seremiah Chap. 10. wherein God bids his People 
not to be difmayed at the Signs of Heaven, &c. which fays aur Au- 
thor is to be underftood of the Nativitses calculated by Aftrolo- 
gers, at which the Heathen were mightily difmayed, to ufe the 
Words of the Text; of Judicial Aftrology; of the Influence 
‘of the Moon; of the Star of Venus and others which are ta- 
ken for good Signs; of the Star that conducted the Wifemen ; and 
laftly of Comets, and whether or no they areominous. 

Thefe Enquiries were the SubjcCt-matter of feveral Meetings be- 
tween that Noble-man, his Tutor, and our Author , and as thofe 
“Strangers were departing, they were prefented with two very cu- 
‘rious Pieces, which had never been publifh’d before, viz, a Let- 
ter from Baudius to Uytenbogardus, wherein he intreats him with 
‘the moft engaging and elegant Expreflions that can be. imagin’d, 


to help him to win the Heart of his Miftrefs, and ewe 
O 
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of the Learned Fobn de Lact, upon Paul's Epiftle to Teens. 

To this long Letter our Author hath added an hundred and fifty 
Epigrams, felected out of feveral Authors, as Cu/pianus, Demp- 
fler, Sirmond, Caftalion, Lipfius, Reinefivs, Scaliger, Cafaubon, Me- 
nage, Heinfiue, Scriverius, Salmafins, Fleetwoed, and others, with 
a Catalogue or Index of P.agiaries, more correct and large than 
that he publifhed in 1685. Adding withal a Letter from his Friend 
Henricus Sypefteintus, containing a Diflertation upon the word Pla- 
giary, and whiat is its proper Sig sification. 

This Book, as I have already told you, contains fuch Variety of 
Matters, that you cannot but be pleafed with the Reading of it, 
and with as well as 1, that the Ingenious Author would forthwith 
oblige the World with the other Woiks that he has by him fit for 
the Prefs ; as the Life of Cafaubon, a Treatife of Baths, another of 
the Superftition of the Autients in Phyticks, and his Mifcellanies. 





De Danice Lingue & Nominis antiqua Gloria G& Praroga- 
tiva inter Septentrionales Comment ariolus Othonu Sper- 
lingit U.T.D. Corfiliaris Regsi c Prof. P. Hiftoria- 
rum ac Eloguentie in Academia Equeftri Hafnienfi. Co- 
penhagen. In 4°. 1694. 


T is fo natural to Men to love their Native Country, that it is 

no wonder if they do whatever lies in their Power, to prove 
its Antiquity, to celebrate it, and to advance its Glory and Pre- 
eminence. This isa generous Return of Gratitude to the Land 
to which we owe our Birth. Of this Truth we have a noble Ex- 
ample in the Book I am now {peaking of, wherein the Author en- 
deavours to fhew the Preeminence of the Danifh Tongue above alll 
other Northern Languages. He takes up the beginning of his 
Book to fhew, that the Geths, Normans, and Anglo-Saxons, came 
out of Denmark, and went through Cimbrica Cherfonefus, now Fus- 
land, to ravage the Roman Empire, and the reft. of Evrope. And 
then he comes to difcourfe of the Preeminence of the Danifh Lan- 
guage, which he proves by the Teftimony of fome Books written 
in Ufandifh, and by its being ufed by the Kings of Sweden and 


Norway. 
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Norway. He owns however, that the true Antient Northern 
Tongue remains in //land; but, fays he, it was then called Danifh, 
which was looked upon as the Mother- Tongue, from which alone 
all Northern /dsoms have borrowed what they wanted, whereas 
the Danifh borrowed from none at all. 

The Author having premifed thefe things, anfwers the Obje- 
tion of thofe who would have that Mother- Tongue called Gorhick 
rather than Danifh , and fhews that though the Goths {pread them- 
felves in a fhort time almoft all over Ewrope, they were foon re- 
preifed ; and that thofe Nations that made Irruptions ito the Ro- 
man Empire from the Palus Mots, were very different from the 
Inhabitants of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. He confutes then 
what Verelius fays in the Hiftory of Gotricus and Re/vo, and Jonas 
Ragmannus, who have too much commended the Gothick Lan- 
guage, and then gives an Account of the Rife, ProgrefS, and De- 
cay of the Iflandifh Tongue; Yet, fays he, no Man could givea 
fore advantagious Character of the Danifh Tongue, than that An- 
tient Hiftorian. It has, adds he, its Bounds and peculiar Proncn- 
ciation, as well asthe other Idioms; but however, by the general 
Confent of thofe Nations, the Inhabitants of Sweden, Norway, 
and J/land, may be faid to {peak Danifh as well as thofe of Denmark. 
And Scalda an Ifandsjh Author, termshis Language Danica Lingua, 
asa great Encomsum, and all the Northern Nations have done ihe 
hike ; and though they could never attain thre true ¢upavic, or Pro- 
nunciation of the Natural Danes, yet they have all pretended to 
fpeak Danifh. He then brings his Proofs; and befides the Iflan- 
difh Manufcripts, he quotes Adamus Bremenfis, and Ant. Brere- 
wodins, in his Book intituled, Scrutinium Religionum, and feveral 
eminent Bifhops of Norway who have call’d themfelves Danes. He 
explains aifo thefe two Terms of the Law of Denmark and Swe- 
den, Danefoe & Dana-arff, whereof one fignifics the Treafures that 
are found which belong to the King, and the other a Right chat 
thofe Princes have to be Heirs to all Strangers that die in their Do- 
minions, unlefs their Eftates be claim’d within a Year and a Day, 
by the Heirs of their own Blood. The Names of the Ifland Dane- 
holm, andof the River Danebeck, fornifhes him ftill with an Ar- 
gument to commend his Nation, without forgetting the Danegelt, 
or the Tribute that the Englith paid for fome time to the Danes. 


Fhe 
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The laft Part of his Book, is properly an Enquiry into the 
Seafons that many different Nations have had to cadi their Lan- 
guage Danifh, and concludes, that it has been an Effeét of ‘the 
Chrillian Religion which they receiv’d from Denmark. 

Thefe Enquiries, as you may fee, area very dry Subject , bue 
yet there are now and then fome curious Remarks upon Hittory, 
which make the reading of the Book more pleafant than other- 
wife it would be. 





Theologie Clericorum feminarits accommodate fummarium : 
Tomi tres, &c. <Auctore Foanne Bapt. du Hamel, Regia 
. . . + . oO a) 
[cientiarum Academix Socio, &C. In 12”, Paris, 1694. 


His Monfieur ds Hamel publifh’d fome Years ago feven Vo- 
T lumes of Dogmatical Divinity for the Ufe of the Schools s 
which were very kindly received, and doubtlefs thefe three will 
meet with as favourable a Reception if not greater, fince they may 
be ufcful to the greateft part of Mankind, feeing he treats of what- 
ever concerns Faith and Morals. The Firft Volume treats of the 
Attributes of the Trinity, of Angels, of the Incarnation, and of 
tle Nature and Operations of Divine Grace: The Second of the 
Sacraments of the New Covenant: And the Third of Faith, and 
of Divine Revelation. And as nothing is more neceflary to thofe 
who have the Cure of Souls, than to be throughly acquainted with. 
all Truths neceflary to Salvation, and that thofe muft be fought 
for inthe Scripture, Mr. Dz Hamel treats of the Original Text, 
and of the various Verfions of the Old Teftament, referring the 
INew to another Volume; wherein he intends alfo to treat of the 
Authority of the Church and Councils. 

Tho this Author bea Roman Catholick, his Book may be very 
ufeful to Proteltants. 


‘i 
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An Abjtrait of a Letter from Rome. 


AN Antient Monument has been lately found with an Infcrip- 
tion, which perhaps you will be glad to fee. There appear 
feveral Women upon it, and the Infcription is thus : 


TI. CASARI DIVI 

AUGUSTI F. DIVI 

JULI N. AUGUSTO 

PONTIF. MAXIMO C&S. III. 
IMP. VIII. TRIB. POTESTAT. XXXII. 

AUGUST ALES : 

RESPUBLICA 

RESTITUIT. 


They reprefent as many Towns overthrown in a Night by an 
Earthquake, whereof the Names are at the foot of the Figures. 
Tacétus and Pliny have mention’d that fad Accident, one in the fe- 
cond Book of his Annals, and the other inthe fecond of his Natu- 
ral Hiftory , but they fpeak only of twelve Towns. Ew/ebins {ays 
thirteen in his Chronicles, which he names thus ; Ephe/us, Adagne- 
fia, Sardis, Mortena, Egea Hierocefarea, Philadelphia, Imnole, Temne, 
Cime, Mirine, Apollonia, Dea, Hircania. 

Calvifius fays, that that Earthquake happened in the fourth 
Year of Tibersus 5 and Strabo in the 12th Book of his Geography, 
and Swetoniws, in the Life of that Emperor, Chap. 48. mention his 
Generofity in reftoring and rebuilding of them, and commended it 
as it deferved. 

This Monument was no doubt erected a few Years after, asa 
Mark of publick Gratitude ,’and there were at that time fome 
Medals coised to his Honour, which are yet to be {een in Books. 
Angeloni defcribes one of them in his Book, pag. 29. and Mezabar- 
bus two of ’em, pag.65. One of them reprefents Tsberims fitting 
covered with a long Robe, his Head crowned with Laurel; hold- 
ing a Cup in his right Hand, and a Dart in the Left, with thefe 
Words, Civitatibus Afie oon, yi 

x 
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A Philofophical Difcourfe of the Nature of Rational and 
Irrational Souls. By M.S. In Quarto; Printed for 
Richard Baldwin zear the Oxtord- Arms in Warwick- 
Lane, 1695. 


His Difcourfe runs upon a Subject which has already ceca- 
fioned great Difputes amongit Philofephers, e{pecially {nee 
Defcartes revived the Doctrine of a Spanijh Prieft about the Souls 
of Brutes. There have been many large Treatifes printed upon 
that Matter, but after all it muft be confels’d, that we are as 
much in the dark as before, and to tell the Truth, this Point 
appears to me the moft thorny and difficult # Philofophy: For. 
if it be hard on one fide to believe that Matter can think, fince 
we have no fuch Idea, iis no lefs difficult on the other-hand to 
perfwade our felves that Brutes be mecr Automata, fecing we have 
the fame outward Indications to make us believe that Brutes 
are fenfible, as we have of Mens Senfibility. This has fo much 
puzzled fome Philofophers, that they have been forced to own 
in Beafts an immaterial Soul, as well asin Man; with this Dif- 
ference only, that theirs is lefs perfect than ours, and is annihila- 
ted at their Death. But to avoid one Difficulty, they are faln into 
- many others , upon which [ won't infift at prefent, and therefore 
I fhall fpeak to you of that of this Author, who has defigned to 
keep a Medium between thofe two Extreams. 

He begins with an Account of the Opinions of the antient Phi- 
lofophers about the Nature of all Souls, and fheweth that many- 
late Writers are in the fame Errour with them, in holding no 
effential Difference between the Souls of Men and other Animals. 
He endeavours then to prove that in Man there are two diftingé: 
Souls, or perceptive Subftances, the Sen(itive and Rational, aud ex- 
amins Dr Cxdvrerth’s Objection againft that Doétrine. He fhew- 
eth afterwards thatthe fenfitive Soul of Man, and alfo the Souls of 
all otner Animals are corporeal, endowed neither with Willor 
Re:fon in the leaft Degree, but that Brutes are not, as the Carte- 
tans fay, devoid of all Senfation and Life. 


He. 
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He examines the original of thofe Souls, and fays that the fen- 
fitive Soul or animal Life of Man, is as well as the Souls of Brutes 
ex Traduce, and that Death is an abfolute Extinguifhment of the 
animal Life, and thereupon he explains that Article of our Creed, 
Fe defcended into Fell. 

‘Having thus treated of the fenfitive Soul, he comes to the Rati- 
onal, which he fays is a fpiritual immaterial Subftance, but whe- 
ther ex Traduce, or by immediate Creation, he leaves undecided, 
relating fairly the Arguments that may be ufed pro and con; and 
becaufe the Traduction of original Sin from the Parents to the Chil- 
dren, feems to favour thofe, who hold the Soul ex Traduce, he ex- 
plains what is properly original Sin, and fheweth that it cannot be 
reafonably urged for either Side of the Queftion. He concludes 
his Book, with a Proof of the immortality of the Rational Soul, 
and a Difcourfe of its State after this Life, till and after the won- 
derful Refurreftion. 

You have here the Scopeof this Author’s Defign, upon which 
I fhall not enlarge my felf, left 1 fhould be accufed of wronging the 
Book it felf, which is very far from my thoughts, le add only 
this, that you need not to be afraid at the Bulk of the Book, 
fince the whole contains but five Sheets in Quarto, which I have 
thought fic to acquaint you with, for youcould have hardly ima- 
gined, thar fo large a Matter as this, would have been brought in- 
to fo narrow a Compafs. 
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Le Didiionaire, cc. The Diétionary of Arts and Sciences : 
By Monjfieur De Corneille of the French Academy. In 
Folio, TwoVol. Paris, 1694. 


Here was a Book of this Title printed fome Years ago in Frol- 
land; and tho it was very defective, yet it met with a kind 
Reception: This wasa great Encouragement to Monticur Corn ike 
to give us a more perfect One, and moreover, the French Acade- 
my having omittcd the Terms of Arts and Sciences in their Great 
Dictionary, it was but fit that fome of that illuftrious Society 
fhould take care to furnifh the Publick with a Supplement to make 
up that Want. I need not fay any thing of the Neceffity of fuch 
a Work, feeing every Body knows, that in all Arts and Sciences 
there are fome proper Terms and Words, known to very few but 
the Profeflors of the fame. 

I fhall not trouble you with a long Account of this Book, but on- 
ly tell you, that in this Dictionary you will find, befides the Expla- 
nation of Words, an exact Defcription of Plants; folid and 
learned Remarks upon Phyfick, an Hiltory of Animals, Fowls and 
Filhes ; a Catalogue of all Orders, either Religions or Milita- 
ry ; an Account of Antient and Modern Titles of Honour, and 
many other curious Obfervations. This, as you may eafily per- 
ceive, has been a long and tedious Work 5 and the Author tells us, 
that he has good Authorities for whatever he has faid, having 
confulted the Originals, as not trufting the Quotations of others ; 
which muft needs have taken up a great part of his Time. Ra 


and Etmullerws were great helps to nim, in what he fays of Plants 
and Phytick. 
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De Origine & Caufis Fefforum folemninmque Dierum guos 
. olim Fudsei in Terra Canaan hodieque in exilio agitare 
conf{ueverunt, Diatribe. Authore Joanne Meyero, S. Theol. 


Doé?. &c. Ie Offavo, Amfterdam, 1694. 


D* Meyer undertakes in this Work, to give an exact Account 
of the Feafts obferved by the Fews, both while they were in. 
Pofleilion of the Land of Canaan, and fince their Difperfion ; and 
then to prove (whichis the main Part of his Defign) that thofe 
folemn Days were inftituted for other Reafors than thofe mentio- 
ned by Spencer, who has difcourfed largely upon that Subject. He 
pretends to fhew that the Sacrifices and Ceremonics prefcribed in 
Leviticus, are for the moft part of an older Date than the A- 
doration of the Golden Calf; and that itis not true, that they 
were chiefly inftituted to diflwade the Jews from Idolatry. He 
comes:afterward to the Sabbath-day, and proves that ic was ob- 
ferved- by Adam and bis Pofterity ; and that A%/es did only re- 
vive its Obfervation. The Arguments he makes ufe of are very 
ftrong ; but methinks he does not infift enough upon the Inftitu- 
tion of that Day, which I-doubt not is as antient as the Creation 
of the World. For, 1. the very Words ufed by Afofés, thew that 
it was inftituted to keep up the Memory of the Creation of the 
World; and if it be fo, doubtlefs it was obferved before Mofes. 
2; The Divifion of Time by Weeks, which has been univerfally 
ufed both among civilized and barbarous Nations, having, for 
ought f know, no Foundation in Nature, muft needs depend on. 
fome antient General Tradition , and what other Original can any 
unprejudiced Man refer it to, than to the Creation of the World, 


and the Sabbath-day mentioned by Mofes ? 
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T was not for want of Refpect to the Memory of our Gracious 
Quecn, that I did not in my Laft mention any of the Sermons 
preach’d upon her Death; or any Elegy or other Poem written up- 
on that fad and lamentable Subject : But Sermons and Poems not ad- 
mitting of fuch Abftrats or Ideas as I ufe to give you of Books, I 
did therefore omit it: 1 would have done fo ftill, but your Com- 
mands oblige me to alter my Refolution, and therefore I do here 
prefent you with a Catalogue of fuch of thofe Sermons as are come 
to my hands. 


A Sermon preach’d at the Temple-Church, December the 
30th, spon the Sad Occafion of the Death of our Queen. 
By William Sherlock, D. D. &c. 

A Sermon upon the Death of the Queen, at St. Mary White- 
Chappel. By William Payne, D. D. Chaplain in Ordi- 
nary to His Majefty. * 

A Pespenaiien for. Death and Fudgment : A Sermon preached 

at Whitehall, January the 27th, before the Right Honon- 
vibletbellandlld hamberlain, the Ladies of the Bed-Cham- 
ber, and others of the Houfbold of the Late Queen of ever 
Bleffed Memory. By George Stanhope. 

A Sermon preach'd at St. Andrew’s-Holborn, Decemb. 30, 
1694. on” the moft Lamented Death of our moft Gracious 
Soveraign Q. Mary. By Tho. Manningham, D. D. 
Reitor of St. Andrew Holbor n, and Chaplain in Ordé- 
nary to Hes Majefty. 

Of our Obligation to put our Truft in Goa rather than in Men, 
and of the Ad vantages of it: In a Sermon preached before 
the Honourable Society of Grays-Jnn, ge the Occafion of 

ow Death is our Late Royal Soveraign Q. .Mary. By 
iam Wake, D. D. Chaplain in Ordinary to His Ma- 
jelly, and Preacher tothe fame Society. 
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A Difcourfe of the great Difingenuity and Unreafonablene/s 
of repining at afflicting Providences; and of the Influence 
which they ought to have upon us, on Job 2. 10. Publifbed 
upon Occafion of the Death of our Gracious Soveraign 

— Queen Mary of moft Bleffed Memory. With a Preface con- 
taining fome Obfervations touching Her excellent Endow- 
ments and exemplary Life. By Kdward Lord Bifbcp of 
Gloucefter. Printed for Brabazon Aylmer, at the Three 
Pigeons tw Corphil, 1695. 


Thefe are the Sermons that I have read upon this Occafion, of 
which I fhall give you no account, the great Names of their Au- 
thors are fufficient to recommend them to your Perufal. As our 
Church never fulfered fuch a Lofs before, fo fhe never complained 
fo loudly as upon this Occafion; and °tis to the ExcefSof her 
Grief, that you mult impute fome Expreifions, that perhaps «auld 
appear too high at another time; yet in my Lord Bifhop of Glo- 
cefter’s Preface, you will find a plain Character of her Majefty 
without any Flattery or Hyperbole, which is rara avis in Terris, elpe- 
cially in Point of Characters and Panegyricks. 

Tis not the Church of England alone that fuffers by the Queen’s 
Death: She was a common Benefactrefs to all Proteltants, and 
therefore Her Death may be called an Univerfal Lofs. The Dutch 
in particular have exprefs’d their Grief by feveral Difcourfes : 
but as the French Proteitants Cafe is the moft deplorable of all, and 
that Her Majefty was truly their Mother, you muft not blame the 
extraordinary Grief they exprefs in Montieur Farses’s Paftoral 
Letter, of which I.fend you the Title : . 


A Paftoral Letter written on the Occafion of the Death of 
the Late Queen of England of Bleffed Memory; with 
Reflections on the Greatne/s of the Lofs to Europe. By 
Monfienr Juricu, crc. Made Englifb, and printed for 
Daniel Brown aad Richard Baldwin. 


This, 
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This is all that I have feen in Profe, I come now to the Poems 
that hive been writ on this Mournful Subject, the Catalogue of 
which are, 


The Mourning Mufe of Alexis; A Paftoral; Lamenting the 
Death of our Late Gracious Queen Mary of ever Bleffed 
Memory. By Mr.Congreve. Printed for Jacob Tonfon. 

A Pindaric Ode upon our Late Sovereign Lady of Bleffed 
Memory Queen Mary. By Edward Arwaker, Author 
of the Vilion of the Death of King Charles. Printed for 
Rich. Parker. 

A Funeral Elegy upon the Death of the Queen; addreffed to 
the Marque{s of Normanby. By Mr. Walfh. 

Gloriana; A Funeral Pindaric Ode, facred to the Bleffed 
Memory of our Late Gracious Queen Mary. By T. D’ur- 
fey. Printed for Samuel Brifcoe. 

A Pafloral Effay ; Lamenting the Death of our moft Graci- 
ous Queen Mary of ever Bleffed Memory. By Mr. Man- 
ning. Printed for T. Weld. 

Maria: A Poem occafioned by the Death of Her Majefty, 
By Mr. Motteux. Printed for Peter Buck, at the Temple 
near the Inner- Temple-Gate in Fleet-ftreet. 

Urania’s Temple; or, a Satyr upon the Silent Poets. Printed 
for Rich. Baldwin. 





I'll fay no more upon the Poems than I have done upon the Ser- 
mons : Their Authors are jufhciently known to the World ; they 
enjoy a Reputation which they have juftly gained, and you may 
be fure that they have not degenerated on this Occafion, efpeci- 
ally if you conlider that they had the moft Noble, tho the moft 
Lament:ble Subject that ever Poets had to handle. The Mufes 
of the Univerfitics have not been filent upon this Lofs ; they have 
expreficd their Grict to all the Nations of the World, and even in 
thar own Language. 
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I can give you no other Account of Mr. Tate’s Elegy, of which 
you did in ne enquire, but that it is inthe Prefs ; and the 


LAU inet 


Greatnefs of the Subject is a fufficient Apology for his long Silegce. 
After what | have faid, you muft not be furprized if I don’t 
comply with your Defire in attempting the Character of that In- 
comparable PrincefS. Your i» magnis voluiffe fat eff, isa Rule that 
holds not good on all Occafions : Nofce'te ipfum, is one as po0d ; 
and therefore knowing my Weaknefs, | fhall not prefume to under- 
take fo difficult a Task 5 but thall only tell you this, that the very 
Enemies of Her Late Majefty, muft grant that She was endowed 
with all the Vertues of Her Sex, without being fo much as {potted 
with the leaft of their Vices or Imperfections , and that there is 
no Woman who ought not to account her felf happy to refemble 
her, and no Husband who would not judg himfelf happy to have 


fuch a Wife. 
Yours, &e. 





Yy Books 
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Books printed beyond Ses. 


. Chriftophoyi Samuelis Martini Drefd. SS. Theolog. Baccai 
& Symmyfte ‘Neoltadienfis, Commentarius Exegeticc- 
Perifmaticus fupcr D. Jude Apoftoli Epiftolam Catholicam, cum 
prafatione Jo. B nedicti Carppovil SS. Theol. D. & ?.P. de-dnplici 
Genre inter pretandi Scripturam facram. Quarto, at Linfsky1694. 
Methode pour Guerir toute forte des Ficvres, Ge. t.c. A Me. 
thod for Curing all Sorts of Fevers, without taking any thing in at the 
Mouth, By Adrianus Helvetits, Dotter of mei ck. At Pari is, 
Twelves, 1694. 
De Motu Mufculorum Meditationes Matheniatice Communicate, 
a Joh. Bernoullio Bafil. Med. Dectore. te B.Ife 1694. 
De Sacris AEdificiis a Coaftantino Magno conftructis Sy sopfis 
Hiftorica Joannis Crampini Romani, Magiftri Brevium Gratiz, ac 
in utraq; Signatura Referendarii. Folio, at Rome, 1693. 


Books lately printed at London. 


\ eo us netvly publifh’d, The Remarkable Sayings, Apothegms- and 

Maxims of the Eaftern Nations, abftracted and tranflated out 
of their Books, written in the Arabian, Perfian and Turkifh Lan- 
guage: With Remarks. By Monfieur Galland, who liv’d mary 
Years in thofe Countries. Tranitated out of F rench. 

A new and eafy Method to underfland the Roman Hiftory. With 
an exact Chronology of the Reigus of the Emperors. An Account 
of the moft Eminent Authors, when they flourifhed: And an 
Abridgment of the Roman Antiquities and Cuftoms. By way of 
Dialogue. For the Ufe of the Duke of Burgundy. Done out of 
French: With very large Additions and Amendments. By Mr. 
Tho. Brown. Both printed for Richard Baldwin and Wiliam Lindfey. 





